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DSG Upgrades



If you’re pushing serious power through your S6 or S7—or even thinking about going Stage 2+ or
hybrid turbos—the stock DL501 clutch pack becomes a bottleneck pretty quickly. While it holds up
decently with a tune and mild bolt-ons, it’s not built to handle the extra torque long term. Slippage,
lazy engagement, and heat-related wear can all creep in. That’s where upgraded clutch packs
come in—designed to increase torque capacity, improve engagement, and handle track or spirited
use without flinching.

Clutch Pack Upgrades



The stock DSG on the C7 S6 and S7 is solid, but let’s be real—it’s leaving performance on the table.
Audi programmed it with comfort and longevity in mind, which is fine for the average driver. But if
you’re tuning your car or just want sharper, quicker shifts, a TCU tune is a must. These tunes
unlock the full potential of the DL501 gearbox by increasing clutch clamping pressure, raising
torque limits, and completely transforming how the car feels under load or during spirited driving.

Here’s a breakdown of the most popular options out there:

APR’s TCU tune is one of the most plug-and-play friendly options. It pairs perfectly with their ECU
tunes and is designed to give you faster shifts, better response, and improved gear logic both in D
and S modes. It raises the torque limit ceiling to match their staged ECU setups and makes launch
control more aggressive. You’ll notice tighter shifts without losing daily drivability—good balance of
performance and comfort.

JHM (Just Honest Mods) brings a more aggressive approach. Their tune is aimed at enthusiasts who
want to feel every shift—crisp, snappy, and responsive. It really shines when you’re pushing the car
hard or running custom ECU setups. You get improved launch control, raised redline behavior,
better clutch engagement, and quicker downshifts in manual mode. JHM’s focus is on making the
car feel more raw and mechanical, which a lot of us appreciate when we’re not just cruising.

IE’s tune is newer to the game but well thought out. It focuses on both improved shift speed and
better torque handling—especially with hybrid turbos or built engines. They allow higher RPM
launches and better shift timing, while keeping drivability smooth. Their D mode tuning is smart
enough to keep things efficient, but once you flip into manual or S, it’s game on.

If you’re going beyond the shelf tunes, some tuners offer custom DSG calibrations to dial in
behavior specifically for your build. Think upgraded clutches, hybrid turbos, or track-focused
setups. It’s more involved and usually done on the dyno, but if you’re after max performance, it’s

TCU Tunes

APR TCU Tune

JHM TCU Tune

Integrated Engineering (IE) TCU Tune

DSG Adaptations / Custom Tuning

https://gogrd.com/products/copy-of-apr-stage-1-audi-s7-c7-4-0t-2013-2018
https://jhmotorsports.com/jhm-ecu-and-tcu-stage-1-2-stock-turbo-tuning-bundle-for-c7-s6-s7-d4-a8-4-0t-with-stock-turbo.html
https://performancebyie.com/collections/ecu-software-tunes/products/ie-audi-ea824-ecu-tune


worth considering.

If you’re doing an ECU tune, you need a TCU tune to really wake the car up. Even stock, a TCU flash
alone makes the S6/S7 feel like it lost 500 lbs and gained a second brain. Just pick the one that
matches your goals—APR for OEM+ comfort and clean integration, JHM for rowdy shifts and spirited
driving, IE for a nice balance, or go custom if you’re building something wild.

Bottom Line


